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INFORMATION 
The following information was provided by Millie Pirko Triff in an e-mail to John David on 
January 15, 2012. 
 
I have information on how and when Mr. Bach (Biology teacher) died if you want to add 
it to that link. 
 
As you know, I live in Hancock and Mr. Bach, it turns out, was originally from Hancock. I 
didn't know this until I was married, had three children, and had moved to Hancock in 
1975. I was sitting in church one Sunday morning with my family waiting for the morning 
service to begin when all of a sudden a voice from the back of the church softly 
"shouted" -- Millie Pirko!!! My first thought was "Who in the world in Hancock knows my 
maiden name?" I turned around and there was Mr. Bach, beaming at me. 
  
Fast forward to today. I was reading my weekly issue of The Hancock Herald where 
they have excerpts from the paper from 100 years ago, 50 years ago, and 25 years ago. 
In the Herald I got this week I read in the 25 year ago notes: 
 
Lawrence E. Bach, 65, Ithaca, died Friday, January 2, 1987 after suffering a heart 
attack while shoveling snow at his home. He was born in Hancock, a son of Christian F. 
and Mabel (Wagner) Bach. He was a graduate of Hancock Central School, Class of 
1939, of which he was president. 
 
He was such a sweetheart of a man and I remember taunting him with difficult questions 
in Biology just to see him stammer and blush. Shame on me!! Apparently he forgave me 
because he gave me a big hug that morning in church.  


